Burial Benefits – Grave Markers/Headstones, Burial Flags and Presidential Memorial Certificates.
Application for Grave Marker or Headstones/Burial Flag/Presidential Memorial Certificate, DD-214 or
DD-256 and Death Certificate.

Who Is Eligible?
Grave Markers/Headstones- Any deceased Veteran discharged under honorable conditions and any
member of the Armed Forces of the United States who dies on active duty. A deceased Veteran
discharged under conditions other than honorable may also be eligible.
Persons who have only limited active duty service for training while in the National Guard or Reserves
are not eligible unless there are special circumstances, e.g., death while on active duty, or as a result of
training. Reservists and National Guard members who, at time of death, were entitled to retired pay, or
would have been entitled, but for being under the age of 60, are eligible; a copy of the Reserve Retirement
Eligibility Benefits Letter must accompany the claim. Reservists called to active duty other than training
and National Guard members who are Federalized and who serve for the period called are eligible.

Burial Flags- Generally, veterans with an other than dishonorable discharge. Note: This includes
veterans who served in the Philippine military forces while such forces were in the service of the U.S.
armed forces under the President's Order of July 26, 1941 and died on or after April 25, 1951, and
veterans who served in the Philippine military services are eligible for burial in a national cemetery.
Veterans who were entitled to retired pay for service in the reserves, or would have been entitled to such
pay but not for being under 60 years of age.
Members or former members of the Selected Reserve (Army, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marine Corps, or
Naval Reserve; Air National Guard; or Army National Guard) who served at least one enlistment or, in
the case of an officer, the period of initial obligation, or were discharged for disability incurred or
aggravated in line of duty, or died while a member of the Selected Reserve.

Presidential Memorial Certificates- A Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) is an engraved
paper certificate, signed by the current President, to honor the memory of deceased Veterans who are
eligible for burial in a national cemetery.
A PMC is authorized for Veterans who are eligible for burial in a national cemetery by reason of any of
paragraphs (1), (2), (3), or (7) of section 2402(a) of title 38 U.S. Code §112.

Burial Allowance- A one-time benefit payment payable toward the expenses of the funeral and burial
of the veteran's remains. Burial includes all legal methods of disposing of the veteran's remains including,
but not limited to, cremation, burial at sea, and medical school donation. Application for Burial
Allowance, DD-214/Discharge Certificate, Funeral Bill and Death Certificate.

Who Is Eligible?
(1) NON-SERVICE-CONNECTED BURIAL ALLOWANCE - A one-time payment for a veteran who
was receiving VA pension or disability compensation; would have been receiving disability compensation
but for the receipt of military retired pay, or had an eligible pending claim at the time of death.

(2) SERVICE-CONNECTED BURIAL ALLOWANCE - A one-time payment for a veteran who was
rated totally disabled for a service-connected disability or disabilities; excluding individual
unemployability, or who died of a service-connected disability.

(3) VA MEDICAL CENTER DEATH BURIAL ALLOWANCE - A one-time payment for a veteran
whose death was not service-connected and who died while hospitalized by VA.

