State of North Caroling

ROY COOPER
GOVERNOR

MARCH 27, 2020

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 121

STAY AT HOME ORDER AND STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS FOR NORTH CAROLINA
IN RESPONSE TO INCREASING COVID-19 CASES

WHEREAS, on March 10, 2020, the undersigned issued Executive Order No. 116 which
declared a State of Emergency to coordinate the State’s response and protective actions to address
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) public health emergency and to provide for the health,
safety, and welfare of residents and visitors located in North Carolina (“Declaration of a State of
Emergency™); and

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a
global pandemic; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared the ongoing
COVID-19 outbreak a pandemic of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant an emergency
declaration for all states, tribes, territories, and the District of Columbia pursuant to Section 501(b)
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207
(the “Stafford Act™); and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States pursuant to Sections
201 and 301 of the National EmergenciesAct, 50 U.S.C. § 1601, er seq. and consistent with
Section 1135 of the Social Security Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 1320b-5), declared that the
COVID-19 pandemic in the United States constitutes a national emergency, retroactive to March
1,2020; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned has issued Executive Order Nos. 117 — 120 for the
purposes of protecting the health, safety and welfare of the people of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, on March 25, 2020, the President of the United States, pursuant to Section
401 of the Stafford Act, approved a Major Disaster Declaration, FEMA-4487-DR, for the State
of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, on March 27, 2020, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human
Services (“NCDHHS™) has documented 763 cases of COVID-19 across 60 counties, and has
identified the occurrence of widespread community transmission of the virus; and

WHEREAS, hospital administrators and health care providers have expressed concerns
that unless the spread of COVID-19 is limited, existing health care facilities may be insufficient
to care for those who become sick; and



WHEREAS, to mitigate community spread of COVID-19 and to reduce the burden on the
state’s health care providers and facilities, it is necessary to limit unnecessary person-to-person
contact in workplaces and communities; and

WHEREAS, such limitations on person-to-person contact are reasonably necessary to
address the public health risk posed by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, some areas of the state have seen more rapid and significant spread of
COVID-19 than others, and some but not all local authorities have taken steps to address
community spread of the illness in their communities; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c)(i), the undersigned has
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection for
lives and property of North Carolinians because needed control cannot be imposed locally because
not all local authorities have enacted such appropriate ordinances or issued such appropriate
declarations restricting the operation of businesses and limiting person-to-person contact in
workplaces and communities; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c)(ii), the undersigned has
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection for
lives and property of North Carolinians because some but not all local authorities have taken
implementing steps under such ordinances or declarations, if issued, in order to effectuate control
over the emergency that has arisen; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c)(iii), the undersigned has
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection for
lives and property of North Carolinians because the area in which the emergency exists spreads
across local jurisdictional boundaries and the legal control measures of the jurisdictions are
conflicting or uncoordinated to the extent that efforts to protect life and property are, or
unquestionably will be, severely hampered; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c)(iv), the undersigned has
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection of lives
and property of North Carolinians because the scale of the emergency is so great that it exceeds
the capability of local authorities to cope with it; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 116 invoked the Emergency Management Act, and
authorizes the undersigned to exercise the powers and duties set forth therein to direct and aid in
the response to, recovery from, and mitigation against emergencies; and

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.10(b)(3) authorizes and empowers the
undersigned to delegate any Gubernatorial vested authority under the Emergency Management
Act and to provide for the subdelegation of any authority; and

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c) in conjunction with N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-
19.31(b)(1) authorizes the undersigned to prohibit and restrict the movement of people in public
places, including by: (a) imposing a curfew; (b) directing and compelling the voluntary or
mandatory evacuation of people from an area; (c) prescribing routes, modes of transportation and
destinations in connection with evacuation; (d) controlling the movement of persons within an
emergency area; and (e) closing streets, roads, highways, and other areas ordinarily used for
vehicular travel, except to the movement of persons necessary for recovery from the emergency;
and

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c) in conjunction with N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-
19.31(b)(2) authorizes the undersigned to prohibit and restrict the operation of offices, business
establishments and other places to and from which people may travel or at which they may
congregate; and

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c) in conjunction with N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-
19.31(b)(5) authorizes the undersigned to prohibit and restrict activities which may be reasonably
necessary to maintain order and protect lives and property during a state of emergency; and



WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(a)(2), during a Gubernatorially

declared State of Emergency, the undersigned has the power to “give such directions to state and
local law enforcement officers and agencies as may be reasonable and necessary for the purpose
of securing compliance with the provisions of this Article”.

NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and

the laws of the State of North Carolina, IT IS ORDERED:

Section 1. Stay at Home

1.

Stay at home or place of residence. All individuals currently in the State of North
Carolina are ordered to stay at home, their place of residence, or current place of abode,
(hereinafter “residence”) except as allowed in this Executive Order. To the extent
individuals are using shared or outdoor spaces when outside their residence, they must at
all times and as much as reasonably possible, maintain social distancing of at least six (6)
feet from any other person, with the exception of family or household members, consistent
with the Social Distancing Requirements set forth in this Executive Order. All persons may
leave their homes or place of residence only for Essential Activities, Essential
Governmental Operations, or to participate in or access COVID-19 Essential Businesses
and Operations, all as defined below.

Individuals experiencing homelessness are exempt from this Executive Order, but are
strongly urged to obtain shelter that meets Social Distancing Requirements. Individuals
whose residences are unsafe or become unsafe, such as victims of domestic violence, are
permitted and urged to leave their home and stay at a safe alternative location.

Prohibited and permitted travel. Only travel for Essential Activities as defined herein is
permitted. People riding on public transit must comply with Social Distancing
Requirements to the greatest extent feasible. This Executive Order allows travel into,
within, or out of the State to maintain COVID-19 Essential Businesses and Operations and
Minimum Basic Operations.

Leaving the home and travel for Essential Activities is permitted. For purposes of this

Executive Order, individuals may leave their residence only to perform any of the
following Essential Activities:

i.  For health and safety. To engage in activities or perform tasks essential to their
health and safety, or to the health and safety of their family or household members
or persons who are unable to or should not leave their home (including, but not
limited to, pets), such as, by way of example only and without limitation, seeking
emergency services, obtaining medical supplies or medication, or visiting a health
care professional or veterinarian.

ii.  For necessary supplies and services. To obtain necessary services or supplies for
themselves and their family or household members or persons who are unable or
should not leave their home, or to deliver those services or supplies to others, such
as, by way of example only and without limitation, groceries and food, household
consumer products, supplies they need to work from home, automobile supplies
(including sales, parts, supplies, repair and maintenance), and products necessary
to maintain the safety, sanitation, and essential operation of residences or places of
employment.

iii.  For outdoor activity. To engage in outdoor activity, provided individuals comply
with Social Distancing Requirements and Mass Gatherings, as defined below, such
as, by way of example and without limitation, walking, hiking, running, golfing, or
biking. Individuals may go to public parks and open outdoor recreation areas.
However, public playground equipment may increase spread of COVID-19, and
therefore shall be closed. These activities are subject to the limitations on events
or convenings in Section 3 of this Executive Order.




iv.  For certain types of work. To perform work at businesses authorized to remain
open under Section 2 of this Executive Order (which, as defined below, includes
Healthcare and Public Health Operations, Human Services Operations, Essential
Governmental Operations, and Essential Infrastructure Operations) or to otherwise
carry out activities specifically permitted in this Executive Order, including
Minimum Basic Operations.

v. To take care of others. To care for or assist a family member, friend, or pet in
another household, and to transport family members, friends, or pets as allowed by
this Executive Order. This includes attending weddings and funerals provided
individuals comply with Social Distancing Requirements and Mass Gatherings as
set forth below.

vi.  Place of worship. Travel to and from a place of worship.

vii. To receive goods and services. To receive goods and services provided by a
COVID-19 Essential Business or Operation.

viii. Place of residence. To return to or travel between one’s place or places of
residence for purposes including, but not limited to, child custody or visitation
arrangements.

ix. Volunteering. To volunteer with organizations that provide charitable and social
services.

Section 2. COVID-19 Essential Businesses and Operations

In order to slow the spread of COVID-19, it is necessary to reduce the instances where
individuals interact with one another in a manner inconsistent with the Social Distancing
Requirements set forth below. Many of those interactions occur at work. At the same time, it is
necessary that certain businesses, essential to the response to COVID-19, to the infrastructure of
the State and nation, and to the day-to-day life of North Carolinians, remain open.

A. In light of the above considerations, non-essential business and operations must cease. All
businesses and operations in the State, except COVID-19 Essential Businesses and Operations
as defined below, are required to cease all activities within the State except Minimum Basic
Operations, as defined below. For clarity, businesses, including home-based businesses, may
also continue operations consisting exclusively of employees or contractors performing
activities at their own residences (i.e., working from home).

B. All COVID-19 Essential Businesses and Operations are directed, to the maximum extent
possible, to direct employees to work from home or telework.

C. For purposes of this Executive Order, a COVID-19 Essential Business and Operation includes
the following businesses, not-for-profit organizations and educational institutions.

1. Businesses that meet Social Distancing Requirements. Businesses, not-for-profit
organizations or educational institutions that conduct operations while maintaining Social
Distancing Requirements:

a. Between and among its employees; and

b. Between and among employees and customers except at the point of sale or
purchase.






